
Knights of Columbus Lector on Renewal 

- Renewal takes on many forms.  Renewal has physical, a psychological/intellectual, and spiritual 
components.  Just as our individual human identities have a physical, intellectual and spiritual form. 

- On a personal level, we have many examples of renewal in our lives: 

 Physical: Exercise, diet, dropping bad habits 

 Intellectual: Studying, learning new skills, reading for pleasure 

 Spiritual: Reconnecting with God, relationship building 

- On a community level, renewal also has many forms, but with a shared focus or group goals. 

 Physical: New buildings/renovations, decorating the church. 

 Intellectual: New people arriving with new ideas, group classes 

 Spiritual: Embracing the seasons of the church (Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter), attending 
retreats together 

- Renewal requires giving something up in almost all cases to make room for new growth, new 
direction, or new attitudes. 

 We give up something we are holding onto, something that is holding us back. 

- I have a long history of personal renewal in all three aspects of my identity.  My spiritual renewal has 
been continuous over my life since my early 20’s, taking me from an agnostic view of the world to a 
deeply rewarding, personal relationship with God. 

- It is my hope that we can experience renewal together as a community.  The start of a new year for 
our KoC Council presents a great opportunity for renewal. 

 This will require personal and organizational commitment.  We will have to assess what we need 
to let go of in order to grow.  But even harder for us, is to convince our brother Knights not 
participating regularly that a time for renewal is upon us and that we need them to be part of it. 

 New membership is important to bring in fresh ideas.  But even more important is to reconnect 
with brothers who are too often absent from our activities. 

 Let’s make it our purpose to fill up this room for monthly meetings and to fill up the hearts of 
those who feel distant from us. 

- A good resource for us and all brother Knights to renew our commitment to the KoC and the Church 
is a documentary I recently watched about Father McGivney.  This film goes deep into why Father 
McGivney was called to initiate the KoC. 

 You can find it on Formed.Org.  Our Parish has renewed its subscription as of 1 July.  The website 
is:  http://stsylv.formed.org and the Parish code is: QKDBDY 

 The name of the movie is “Father Michael McGivney” 

- Lastly, know that renewal, whether personal or community, is God’s work not ours.  We just need to 
open ourselves to him and commit ourselves to his will. 

 God is always calling to our hearts.  Find some quiet time to connect with him; listen to what he 
places on your heart and then act on it. 

 When we do this together, our Council and our Church will grow beyond our expectations. 

http://stsylv.formed.org/

