
Knights of Columbus Core Values 

- Last month I talked about renewal, the desire for positive changes and growing closer to God, both 
as individuals and as an organization.  Today I am going to talk about values.  Our values are what 
define us as individuals and as an organization. 

- Our core values as Knights of Columbus are Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and Patriotism.  Each of our 
degree ceremonies focus in some detail on one of these values.  But if you are like me, it may be 
hard to recall all the details of the degree ceremonies that you have personally gone through. 

- While we may well remember the objective labels of these four virtues, I am afraid that we tend to 
settle back into a secular understanding of these virtues that we likely learned in childhood. 

- In our Initiation Degree (1st Degree) ceremony, we learn that Charity is the first and foremost 
principle of our Order.  Charity is the north arrow on our compass that guides us through the stormy 
seas of life.  Charity is our loving attitude and aptitude for bringing God’s love to others.  Jesus 
walked this earth to teach us and be an example of God’s unlimited love for humanity.  There is 
great depth and divine purpose in this value of Charity.  

- As Knights of Columbus, we demonstrate Charity in many things that we do.  But, we have to be 
guarded against our demonstrations of Charity becoming watered down to simply doing good deeds 
for others, or fund raising for good causes.  These are important, but simplistic. 

- Our projects, our events, our language, and our conduct in all that we do should mirror the cause of 
Jesus.  This value should be so strong in us that when someone hears the term “Knights of 
Columbus” they should immediately think of the love of Jesus. 

- How do we do this?  I believe the answer is in a renewed attitude, not necessarily in an action plan. 

- Personal renewal and, more so, organizational renewal is not easy.  But we have some guidance in 
our other core values.  Much like the north arrow of a compass, Charity takes on deeper meaning 
when considered in light of the other reference points of Unity, Fraternity, and Patriotism.  Let’s 
consider them from the largest to the smallest. 

- Patriotism:  We often think of this as love and duty for our country; and it is.  But we should reflect 
on how we show that love. 

 Do we limit our patriotism to flag waving, nationalistic pride, and debating our political views 
with others? 

 As Knights we do much more than this.  But we need to be careful that our personal thoughts, 
words and actions do not appear to be limited to a secular agenda. 

 Our words and actions should be educational…to get others to see the importance of 
participation in the governance of our nation. 

 When our flag or other traditions are not honored by others, we should not talk poorly about 
those people, but rather talk to them…teaching them our traditions.  

 We need to take the time to research the political positions and the character of elected officials 
and candidates.  Point out the strengths of our preferred candidates instead of tearing into those 
we see as weaker choices.  Accentuating the positive one will by itself illuminate the negative of 
the other. 

 Jesus did not focus on the corruptness of the rulers of the world, but instead focused on 
spreading the Father’s love to those impacted by the corruption.  We can do the same.  



- Encouraging positive change in a largely negative culture seems overwhelming.  And it is when we 
view this as individuals, but as Knights we have strength in numbers.  We are guided by our virtue of 
Fraternity. 

- Fraternity:  We often think of this as brotherly love, camaraderie and action; and it is.  But we should 
fully understand whose brothers we are. 

 First, we are brothers to one another.  We do well coming together in service and celebration 
within our Parish.  But we are also brothers to all Christians and non-Christians in our community. 

 We can be a positive influence to many others in our community.  We can make opportunities to 
bond with others who don’t think like we do in all things.  Maybe we can change a few 
perspectives to a Catholic understanding of social justice.  Maybe our value of Charity can 
become contagious within our community because of who we reach out to. 

 We are also brothers to fellow Knights in other Councils.  Regular connection and partnership 
with other Councils will encourage participation and growth in Knights activities.  Coming 
together in larger numbers brings more positive attention to the charitable works we do and the 
attitudes that we manifest. 

- How do we keep up with the demands of active community engagement?  Through our virtue of 
Unity. 

- Unity:  We often think of this as acting and speaking as one; and it is.  But we should always be 
reaching out to the one who doesn’t appear to belong. 

 This starts within our Council.  We have over 330 listed members, but about 35 to 40 active 
participants assisting with most activities.  Where are our absent brothers?  Why are they not 
participating?  There are probably about 300 different reasons, but those reasons would likely 
begin disappearing if we took deliberate steps to reach out to those often absent. 

 Many people feel like they are an exception; like they are different; and like they won’t be missed 
if they quit coming.  We shouldn’t allow for that thinking.  Every person is important to God.  We 
need to reflect that same attitude. 

 Unity doesn’t mean being the same; it means allowing for and accepting differences.  There is 
strength in diversity.  The more we are different, the more we are the same.  We should generate 
a culture of acceptance, not a culture of expectation. 

 Our focus on Unity must also go outside of our Council to the larger Church.  There are many 
people leaving the Church because they are lost on their journey and not finding what they think 
they want.  As Knights, we need to live, breathe and speak the tenants of our faith so that others 
can see our example and our joy in living our faith. 

 We need to adopt Jesus’ Apostolic approach.  We need to see ourselves as Apostles willing to 
reach out to a few people and show them the love of God and what discipleship is about.  Those 
few people will then reach out to a few more and our Council, our Parish, and our community will 
grow beyond expectation. 

- We share God’s love with others one person at a time 

- When we can view every person no matter how different they are, and every situation no matter 
how difficult it is, and every intention of others no matter how disturbing, through the eyes of Jesus, 
then we create an opportunity for change.  An opportunity for renewal.   


