
Mary, Mother of God & Our Heavenly Mother 

- Soon after I was appointed as Lecturer, I thought and prayed on what I should 
speak to you about.  The first three topics came to me pretty readily: 

 First, a talk on renewal 

 Second, a talk on our KoC core values 

 And tonight I am going to speak briefly about Mary, the Mother of God and our 
Heavenly Mother   

- It isn’t lost on me that from the day of the very first talk the importance of 
motherhood came to the forefront of my life as my Mom’s health had begun to 
decline drastically.  The night of my second talk I learned that my Mom had had a 
heart attack.  She was never to regain consciousness in this world again. 

- As my family and I were preparing to say farewell to her, I could not help but 
consider the impact she has had on who I’ve become.  It bothers me that there 
were times in my life, especially when I was younger, that I took her presence 
and her love for granted. 

- I am likely not alone in taking a mother’s love for granted.  I think many who 
were raised in a traditional household of the 50’s, 60’s and 70’s saw a parental 
partnership with distinct roles.  There typically was a clear division of labor 
between a mother and a father in raising kids.   

- For us, my Dad was the provider, the disciplinarian, and the champion for family 
fun.  My Mom was the feeder, the caregiver, the healer; she was our comforter 
and advisor.  She is the one who primarily formed the gentler side of me, my 
brothers and my sisters.  She formed us in love. 

- However, when we were young and immature in our thinking, we did not think 
too deeply about all that a mother does and provides in raising children.  It is only 
when we are more mature and have reason to reflect that we really appreciate 
the impact of a mother’s love. 

- I think we should be purposeful in reflecting on the significance of our Heavenly 
Mother’s love.  God, our Father, our creator, our guide was very purposeful in 
choosing Mary to be the vessel in whom he would deliver the source of all love 
and all joy to us. 

- Mary found favor with God and she said “yes” to his plan for salvation of 
mankind.  She said “yes” to God countless times throughout her life out of pure 
love for God.  Her “yes” and her pure love for God is what formed Jesus, in his 
humanity, to love God unconditionally and to also say “yes” to his plan for 
salvation. 



- Mary, as the mother of Jesus, formed him in love as a mother instinctively knows 
to do.  She was with him throughout his life as an ever present example of 
unconditional love.   

- Mary said “yes” again when she accompanied Jesus as he freely gave his life in an 
ultimate sacrifice so that we could have eternal life.  She endured the pain of 
seeing her son dying on the cross and said “yes” to him when he bestowed 
“sonship” to the Apostle John, who was the proxy for all believers now 
considered children of Mary. 

- It is part of God’s plan of salvation that we are to be children of Mary.  He knows 
how we, as children, are readily formed by a mother’s love.  This is why she is the 
mother of the Church, a continuation of her role as mother of Jesus.  This is how 
we are to know that we are also children of God. 

- Jesus, who is both God and man, defeated death on the cross.  Through his 
resurrection, Mary is now known as the Mother of the Living.  She is the mother 
of those who are spiritually alive.  We need to see ourselves as her spiritual 
children, alive and vibrant in our desire to be with her and Jesus in Heaven. 

- We can and should develop our relationship with her as our Heavenly Mother 
through prayer.  We can turn to her for comfort and advice in prayer whenever 
we want.  What mother refuses her children when they turn to her with a real 
need?   

- Mary will always listen to our prayers.  She will take our prayers as imperfect as 
they sometimes can be and present them in a perfect way to Jesus. 

- I hope you remember in our Initiation Degree ceremony, the Chancellor asked us 
to make a solemn promise in the solitude of our hearts to carry our Rosary 
always and to pray it as often as we can.  The intent is not to coerce prayer 
through a sense of obligation, but to encourage us to get to know our Heavenly 
Mother and God better. 

- When we know ourselves as children of Heaven, our prayers become more 
focused and aligned with God’s will.  God will not refuse his children who are 
appealing to him out of love. 

- There are countless stories of Mary working miracles of all kinds through those 
who have established a real relationship with her through prayer.  We can add to 
those stories if we turn to her in deep, personal prayer and get to know her as 
our Heavenly Mother. 

- We may not be able to change all that is wrong with the world this way, but 
maybe all that the world needs is for us to ask for her help in changing ourselves.  
Let’s open our hearts to her and let her form us in love as a mother knows to do. 


